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TROPICS RESIDENTS CLUB, INC. 
2008—2010  COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND COORDINATORS  

PRESIDENT Dave Hughes 852-9612 Dave.hughes@sbcglobal.net 

VICE PRESIDENT Joyce Giovannoni 487-0542   

SECRETARY Carol O’Quin 415-200-8752 csoquin@hotmail.com 

TREASURER Naomi Aylesworth 324-2500 N_Aylesworth@comcast.net 

Breakfast chair Donal Spicer 489-1939 

House Facilities Lorri Cameron 429-9155 

Potluck Irene Wolfe 489-7529 

Sunshine Helen Cummins 324-2500 

Library Bea Bartz 489-6388 

Community Betterment Coordinator Carol Lowe 324-1985 

Neighborhood Watch Coordinator Peter Lowe 324-1985 

Disaster Teams Coordinator John Vincak 475-5670 

Welcoming Committee Doris Matteson 675-9785 

Publicity Chair Daniel Camargo 475-8149 

Bingo Chair Elizabeth Meyer 487-0235 

Senior Citizens—City Hall  Naomi Aylesworth 324-2500 

Entertainment Carol O’Quin 415-200-8752 

Residents Activities & Entertainment Board of Directors  



 

2 

 GREETINGS TO ALL 
 FROM PRESIDENT DAVE’S HOUSE TO YOUR HOUSE     

��

��
Things are looking up!  Our January breakfast had over 50 persons attending.  As usual the food was good and 
our Breakfast Chairman has been given lots of good ideas for future breakfasts.  Keep on the lookout for our 
varied menus in each month’s issue of the Breeze. 
 
Tropics Travelers had an exceptional trip to Black Oak Casino on January 23, 2009.  One of our participants 
on that trip won $1800.00 on the dollar machine and is looking forward to our future trips.  Please join us on 
our next trip to Thunder Valley on Tuesday, March 17, 2009! 
 
For those persons wanting something a little different from a casino, please join the Tropics Travelers in a trip 
to Ironstone Vineyards on Saturday, April 4, 2009.  Check out the flier in this issue of the Breeze.  We also 
have fliers at the Tropics Clubhouse. 
 
The February 14th breakfast was a great success with heart shaped pancakes and all of the fixings. 
 
Our Community Betterment Committee has been busy helping those who need assistance with their yards, 
house painting, heating and upkeep of their property!  Please remember that there is no charge for our help!  
We have the aid of young strong people who do yards and whatever else you might need . 
 
A special thanks to Fran Eikeberg’s son John and his friend Ephraim for all of the volunteering to help when 
John comes to visit 
 
St. Patrick’s Day dinner tickets are now available from any board member or at the March breakfast on March 
14th, and at the Bingo Snack Bar on Wednesday nights. 
 
Don’t forget to attend the Town Hall Meeting on Thursday, March 19,��2009 at 7:00 P.M. 
                                    PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND!!!!!! 
We need you to ask your questions and voice your opinions. 
 
That is all for this month.  We will be reporting more to you as we go along.  Don’t forget to call or write to a 
board member if you have any questions or suggestions regarding the park activities. 
 
Dave 

Do You Have Old Issues of Tropics Park Magazines? 
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WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS  
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�3&  the loss of residents or loved ones  
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CERAMIC CLUB NEWS 
 

Our next regular club meeting will be, March 3, 2009 at 7:00pm in the Tropics Residence Club conference 
room.   We look forward to seeing you!  I you would like to join us, now is the time. 
 

Keep in mind that our Ceramic Club Bingo will be held in April 18, 2009.  We are trying  a Saturday instead 
of a Thursday this year.  Many of us are already busy working on the ceramic prizes we give out. 
 

Remember the ceramic room is open from 6:00-8:00pm every Tuesday except the first the month when we 
have our meeting in the conference room.   Each Tuesday night there will be a trainer present who will be glad 
to help or advise members who are new or a little “rusty”.  Other times are available as you and your trainer 
set up. 
 

The members of the club invite you to join.  Stop by the room if you see it open and talk with anyone there.  
They can give you information on joining and who to call.  Or feel free to call Lorri Cameron at 429-9155, 
Joyce Giovannoni at 487-0542, or Melody Peterson at 487-7578.  We will come greet you or ask another 
member to help you.   
 

Birthdays: Linda Evans Linda Farias 
 Melody Peterson Irene Wolfe    
  
Submitted by Lorri Cameron   
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WE ARE LOOKING FOR NICE FOLKS LIKE YOU TO VOLUNTEER SOME 
TIME AND TALENTTO HELP MAKE OUR EVENTS MORE FUN AND 

NOTE: SOME EVENTS WILL INCLUDE 50-50 DRAWING & DOOR  
PRIZE. TICKETS, 2/$1.00.  

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE TROPICS 
������ ��	
� 
�
�	�

March 
2009 

Saturday, 14 
Tuesday, 17 
Saturday, 21 

Breakfast 
Thunder Valley—Tropics Trav. 
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 

April 
2009 

Saturday, 4 
Saturday, 11 
Saturday, 18 

Ironstone Wine Tasting-Tropics Travelers 
Easter Breakfast 
Casino Night 

May 
2009 

Saturday, 9 
Tuesday, 19 

Mother’s Day Breakfast 
Jackson—Tropics Travelers 

June 
2009 

Saturday/ Sunday. 6/7 
Saturday, 13 

Flea Market 
Father’s Day Brunch 

July 
2009 

Saturday, 4 
Saturday, 11 
Thursday/Friday, 16/17  

Fourth of July BBQ 
Breakfast 
Reno—Tropics Travelers 

August 
2009 

Saturday, 8 
Saturday, 15 
Thursday, 20 

Breakfast 
TBA 
Black Oak—Tropics Travelers 

September 
2009 

Saturday, 12 
Saturday, 26 

Breakfast 
Casino Night 

October 
2009 

Saturday, 10 
Friday, 23 
Saturday, 31 

Breakfast 
Jackson—Tropics Travelers 
Halloween Party 

November 
2009 

Saturday & Sunday, 7/8 
Saturday, 14 
Saturday, 21 

Flea market 
Breakfast 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

December 
2009 

Saturday, 12 
Saturday, 19 
Thursday, 31 

Breakfast 
Christmas Dinner 
New Year’s Eve Party 

���������	
������
������

���
���
������
���������
�
����������������

���
�������
�������
���
�������



 

7 



 

8 



 

9 

Let's Get Connected! 
Still Up in the Air About DTV? 
 The deadline to convert over to Digital TV has been extended to June 2009. If you have a TV 
older than 2 years, it may not work unless you have cable/satellite service. You DO NOT need a new 
TV. A converter box can be purchased for under $10 with a coupon.  Contact me if you have a spare 
coupon or if you need help.  
Sharing of  the Bountiful Fruits in our Park. 
 Rather than letting fruit from your trees go to waste, we have willing helpers to harvest them for 
residents, local food banks and shelters.  Anyone who has a fruit tree  and anyone willing to help har-
vest please contact me and we'll see about  making Connections. 
“Strangers in the Park” 
 Last month we touched on getting to know (Strangers) your neighbors. There also has been  re-
ports of Strangers that do not appear to be residents roving the park. The response of management is to 
contact the police and report your suspicions. The U.C. Police are very quick to respond. 
Recycling and Green Topics 
 Thanks to the great response in re-cycling dry cell batteries.  Special request, please do not put 
light bulbs in the container in the lobby. They 
break and shatter, spilling (mercury?). Call me 
and I will pickup (twisty bulbs only). 
          Aluminum cans and plastic water bottles 
can be deposited in containers next to the vending 
machines in the Club House. Recycled funds will 
be used for Community Betterment projects in the 
Park.  If you have any cans that you would like to 
donate contact me and I will pick them up.   
Bottled vs. Tap: The Choice is Clear 
 Before twisting that next cap, consider 
these facts: 
> Tap water is just as safe as bottled water. Stan-
dards regulating tap water are stricter. 
> Tap water contains essential minerals removed from most bottled water. 
> Chemicals in plastic  are known to disrupt hormones and can leach into the water. 
> Bottled water costs 240 to 10,000 times more than tap water. 
> Over 1 billion bottles end up in CA landfill leaking toxic additives into groundwater. 
> Purchase a reusable water bottle to help the environment.  
Soliciting  Your Ideas 
     This column is to help residents connect with neighbors thru-out the Park.. The idea is for in-
dividuals that have certain interests to share them. If you have an idea that you think will draw 
people together, communicate it to me via E-mail or phone . 
 We expect to utilize e-mail as an additional means to have residents communicate with each other and 
to disseminate information in a timely manner. If you would like to “Get Connected”, e-mail your name 
and address to  
 Pete @ 510.324.1985 or  tropics.breeze@yahoo.comt 
 
 
 
. 



 

10 

          
                “A Gathering of the Goddesses” 

 
The Ladies Club again enjoyed a delightful outing for our February event.  Several of us 

had lunch at Tony Roma’s in Union Landing and then five of us continued on to see a movie, 
“He’s Just Not That Into You”.  We all had a really good time. 

 
At our meeting we sang “Happy Birthday” to Rose McGee, Carol Orwig and Bev Ams-

den, and signed a birthday card for an ex-member, Margaret Rawlings, who we all love and 
who remains in a nursing home.  Our thanks to Joyce York and Fran Cooke for their delicious 
refreshments.  This month we will have our quarterly birthday cake to celebrate all the birth-
days for January through March. 

 
Carol, Marlene and Charlotte took lap robes and shawls up to the Masonic Home in Un-

ion City and were given a complete tour of the residences by Carlene Voss, Volunteer and 
Community Resource Coordinator, plus lunch.  What an experience!  Everything imaginable is 
provided for the residents in this beautiful place and many, many people come to volunteer 
their time to help with crafts, computer lessons, office work, bus trips, etc.  We look forward to 
returning sometime soon. 

 
On Thursday, March 12, we will have our Stuffed Potato lunch for members and their 

guests (cost is $3.00 each), and in April we will again visit the Hayward Senior Center and 
Japanese Gardens for lunch and musical enjoyment.   

 
Remember:  The Tropics Ladies Club is open to ALL  ladies living in the park.  Our 

meetings are the first Wednesday of each month, at 1:00 p.m. in the clubhouse.  For more in-
formation, contact any of our officers: 
 Carol Orwig, President    471-8744  Louise Grohnke, Vice Pres.   441-0801 
 Irene Wolfe, Treasurer    489-7529  Jeanne Larson, Secretary       396-6018 
 

- Carol Orwig, President 

                    ����
����������������
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BY: Ben Salsedo 
 

NEW DISCOVERIES 
 

We have been presenting numerous aspects of the versatile computer and how it 
can provide endless hours of enjoyment. Many of you have been dropping in and 

discovering the adaptability of this modern wonder. It can enhance your life with provid-
ing a tool to express ideas and thoughts to others while relating them in an organized eas-
ily understandable way. 
    One of the most popular applications that every one enjoys is its use in photogra-
phy. There are programs that make editing, cropping, color balancing, as well as enhanc-
ing easily accomplished. Beginners as well as the more experienced are producing profes-
sional quality photos with a few easy lessons. 
    I’d like to share with you how my skills became priceless beyond description. I have 
a family member who is losing her long battle with cancer. Having spent her lifetime in 
education, she has had many decades of fellow faculty members, students, and profes-
sionals cross her path. While her health has declined faster recently, the many valued 
ones in her life come by to visit and spend time with her. However there has been the 
lonely span of time when she is all alone. Now confined to bed, there are many lonely 
times. When I went to visit her, there were flowers lining all the walls and tabletops. I 
wondered how I could show my love in a meaningful way without bringing more flowers.  

I then decided to give her a photo album from past holiday events with family and 
friends. I had around 30 memorable shots of joyous times around the Christmas tree, 
thanksgiving turkey, graduations and other happy times. To my surprise her face lit up as 
she slowly turned each page 
with a smile beaming from 
ear to ear. This reminded 
me that a picture is really 
worth a thousand words, 
and there is no way to bet-
ter capture a moment. The 
album had a capacity for 75 
inserts and I felt inadequate 
with only 30 photos; how-
ever to my amazement visitors started bringing more pictures. They added to the album 
brightening her outlook beyond our expectations. We all became part of a blessing that 
could never have been provided any other way. 

The computer made all this possible. You too have the ability to capture and im-
prove your skills, stop in at the B-Bug computer center and let us show you how.  
As always karaoke night is at 7pm on the last Saturday evening of the month.   COME 
JOIN US AND BE PART OF THE FUN!!! 
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 TROPICS TRAVELERS ----TRIPS FOR 2009 
 CASINO TRIP RESERVATION FORM 

 
Name(s)________________________________  _______________________________ 
Address________________________________City/Zip__________________________ 

Phone(___)_______________ 
  

         Please indicate which trips you are reserving for by circling the name of the trip. 
 
 

Thunder Valley Casino         Tuesday    $31.00 per person 
Reservation deadline: March 7th March 17th  

 

Jackson Indian Casino         Tuesday  $31.00 per person 
Reservation deadline: May 9th May 19th 

 

Reno Overnight Trip         Thurs.& Fri.      $90.00  Double  
July 16th & 17th`    $112.00 Single 

Reservation Deadline:    June 30, 2009 
           

Black Oak Indian Casino          Thursday   $31.00 per person 
Reservation deadline: August 10 August 20th 

 
Jackson Indian Casino     Friday  $31.00 per person 

Reservation Deadline:  October 13th   October 23rd  
 

SEE INDIVIDUAL FLYERS FOR DETAILS OF EACH EVENT 
!!!NO REFUNDS ULESS REPLACEMENT IS FOUND!!!  

 
RELEASE OF LIABILITY:  
I/we the undersigned agree to take full responsibility and hold harmless Tropics Travelers or Bus Company from any loss or liability, 
which may result from my participation in this event.  I/we understand the activity description and comprehend all risks involved by 
participating in this activity.  I/we hereby absolve the Tropics Travelers and the Bus Company from any and all liability. 
 
Signature(s):_________________________   _________________________   ______________________ 
Dated:___________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to Tropics Travelers   PLAYERS CARD NUMBER  
 
Send completed and signed form and payment to:  
Naomi Aylesworth, Group Coordinator   _______________________________ 
325 Waikiki Circle 
Union City, CA 94587     _______________________________ 
Phone(324-2500)       
 OR      _______________________________ 
      
PLACE IN RESIDENTS’ MAIL BOX 
IN THE LOBBY 
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