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TROPICS RESIDENTS CLUB, INC. 
2008—2010  COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND COORDINATORS  

PRESIDENT Dave Hughes 825-9612 Dave.hughes@sbcglobal.net 

VICE PRESIDENT Joyce Giovannoni 487-0542   

SECRETARY Carol O’Quin 415-200-8752 csoquin@hotmail.com 

TREASURER Naomi Aylesworth 324-2500 N_Aylesworth@comcast.net 

Breakfast chair Donal Spicer 489-1939 

House Facilities Lorri Cameron 429-9155 

Potluck Irene Wolfe 489-7529 

Sunshine Helen Cummins 324-2500 

Library Bea Bartz 489-6388 

Community Betterment Coordinator Carol Lowe 324-1985 

Neighborhood Watch Coordinator Peter Lowe 324-1985 

Disaster Teams Coordinator John Vincak 475-5670 

Welcoming Committee Doris Matteson 675-9785 

Publicity Chair Daniel Camargo 475-8149 

Bingo Chair Elizabeth Meyer 487-0235 

Senior Citizens—City Hall  Naomi Aylesworth 324-2500 

Entertainment Carol O’Quin 415-200-8752 

Residents Activities & Entertainment Board of Directors  
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 GREETINGS TO ALL 
 FROM PRESIDENT DAVE’S HOUSE TO YOUR HOUSE  

 

The month of March ended with a lot of happiness and a lot of sadness.  We had a wonderful St. Patrick’s Day 
party on March 21st with our lovely Fran Cooke greeting the guests at the door.  A week later we found her in 
her home where she had passed away from a heart attack.  We will sincerely miss this lovely and gracious lady 
who at some time touched all of us here in the Tropics.  We hope that we will find someone as gracious as her 
to greet people when they attend all of our functions here. 
 

With the passing of Fran, I would like to take this opportunity to remind all of you to keep track of your 
neighbors who live alone. Get to know them and be aware if you do not see them.  Check to make sure they 
are ok. 
 

We had a wonderful Easter Breakfast on Saturday, April 11th with over 166 persons being fed.  Everyone had 
complements on the food and stated that it was above and beyond what they anticipated.  
 

After the breakfast, the Tropics’ Ladies Club held a memorial for Fran Cooke.  The memorial was well at-
tended and the Ladies Club put on a great spread.  Thanks to everyone who participated and who brought all of 
the great food.  Fran would have been thrilled. 
 

Our Mother’s Day breakfast will be held on Saturday, May 9th.  Don’t forget.  No tickets are needed!  Ladies 
of the park will be free and all Gents will pay $3.00.  Let’s treat the ladies with a show of appreciation that 
day. 
 

Don’t forget that the semi-annual Flea Market and Bazaar will be held June 6th & 7th.  There will be a great 
snack bar and lots of interesting things to see and buy! 
 

The Tropics Travelers will be going to the Jackson Casino on May 19th so be sure and get signed up for a great 
time. 
 

Until next month wish all of you the best. 
 

Dave 

Let's Get Connected! 
Save a Life?-Connect With Your Neighbors 
Sadly, there has been a number of residents living alone that has expired recently. In many cases, no one was 
aware for many days. It is critical to get help to someone that has fallen or suddenly taken ill and cannot call. 
Following are some suggestions that can help to be good neighbors: 
Arrange to make contact each day (preferably A.M.). 
Contact can be personal, phone, email or signal. (ie windowshade or newspaper not picked up). 
The idea of forming a Phone Tree to make daily contact with single residents is a possibility. Contact the Com-
munity Betterment Coordinator. (Carol Lowe) She will compile names of volunteers and people whom you 
feel can will benefit from this Connection. 
Earthquakes and other Crisis 
Current news of earthquakes in Italy shows that disasters can happen without warning. All the more important 
that your loved ones can contact you in emergency situations. Give your neighbors phone# to your loved ones 
so they can contact the neighbor if they cannot get hold of you. Conversely, give your loved ones phone# to 
your neighbors so your neighbors can contact them in case something happens to you. 
Soliciting Your Ideas 
.If you would like to “Get Connected”, e-mail your name and address to 
Pete @ 510.324.1985 or tropics.breeze@yahoo.com 
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WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS  
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IN SYMPATHY 
�3&  the loss of residents or loved ones  
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WE ARE LOOKING FOR NICE FOLKS LIKE YOU TO VOLUNTEER SOME 
TIME AND TALENTTO HELP MAKE OUR EVENTS MORE FUN AND 

NOTE: SOME EVENTS WILL INCLUDE 50-50 DRAWING & DOOR  
PRIZE. TICKETS, 2/$1.00.  

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE TROPICS 
������ ��	
� 
�
�	�

May 
2009 

Saturday, 9 
Saturday, May 9 
Tuesday, 19 

Mother’s Day Breakfast 
Jackson—Tropics Travelers 
Arts & Crafts Fair 8:30 to noon 

June 
2009 

Saturday/ Sunday. 6/7 
Saturday, 13 

Flea Market 
Father’s Day Brunch 

July 
2009 

Saturday, 4 
Saturday, 11 
Thursday/Friday, 16/17 
FRIDAY, July 24  

Fourth of July BBQ 
Breakfast 
Reno—Tropics Travelers 
TT Trip to Gilroy Garlic Festival 

August 
2009 

Saturday, 8 
Saturday, 15 
Thursday, 20 

Breakfast 
TBA 
Black Oak—Tropics Travelers 

September 
2009 

Saturday, 12 
Saturday, 26 

Breakfast 
Casino Night 

October 
2009 

Saturday, 10 
Friday, 23 
Saturday, 31 

Breakfast 
Jackson—Tropics Travelers 
Halloween Party 

November 
2009 

Saturday & Sunday, 
7/8 
Saturday, 14 
Saturday, 21 

Flea market 
Breakfast 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

December 
2009 

Saturday, 12 
Saturday, 19 
Thursday, 31 

Breakfast 
Christmas Dinner 
New Year’s Eve Party 
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Our Favorite Time of the Year 
By: Ben Salsedo 

 

Our favorite time of the year is fast approaching. Yes everyone looks forward to 
summer. Goodbye to cold, rain and wind; we’ve put the umbrella back in the closet 
and fired up the old barbecue; it’s time to part the waters of the swimming pool. 
This is the time in life when we reflect upon our past and anticipate what will come. 
Can you believe we will soon be through the end of this first decade of the new mil-

lennium? The future is awaiting our arrival.   
     This is something we have control over. Many of your neighbors are finding the B-Hive Ac-
tivity Center a fun place to drop in and enjoy. We specialize in communication. Our doors are 
open week days to all seniors. You are guaranteed that no one here is shy and always has an 
opinion to challenge your mind. If you didn’t have an opinion when you arrived, we’ll give you 
one to take with you; they’re worth as much as you pay. By closing time we usually have all of 
the world’s problems solved. 
      Our computers are available for your use; there’s never a waiting line. Whether it’s a reoc-
curring problem that has been unsolvable or understanding new program applications, we have 
the gurus for you. From beginning to advanced, our friendly all volunteer staff is knowledge-
able enough to assist you. 
     We are privileged to have a technical support lab technician who has worked a lifetime with 
these machines. He has helped many park residents with repairs to their computers. Don’t 
throw it away, let us help you. State of the art upgrades and improvements can be made to 
many computers. Stop in and discuss yours with Gary Butler.  
     I have been humbled by the out pouring of generosity from some of our residents. They 
have come by to visit our B-Hive and experienced first hand the daily contributions and sacri-
fices made by our dedicated staff. We have been here for you five days per week over a year 
and a half. Our combined commitment for all senior residents of The Tropics has been recog-
nized and applauded. Thousands of hours, including special training seminars, long weekends 
and evenings, Federal Communications testing and ratings are worthwhile sacrifices. Just a 
hand shake, or pat on the shoulder with a smile tells us how much we’re appreciated. Many of 
you have taken the time to drop in to view the pride of our park.  
     We would like to thank those who have generously helped to accelerate the progression of 
our constantly evolving facility. Two of them surprised us recently with a brand new ham radio 
transceiver and power supply. These critically needed items are vitally important for a first re-
sponse in the event of any Bay Area catastrophe. We at the Hive are looking out for all our 
Residents. 
     Our survival depends on your contributions. There is one additional item that’s required for 
our ham station. We need a generator that, in the event of power failure, will back up our elec-
trical transmitter and receiver. This is the life line for all our equipment. Please help, any dona-
tions will be used to make this facility a safer, shining beacon for our community. 
      Karaoke on the last Saturday of the month is still the most enjoyed activity in our Park. All 
residents have an opportunity to share their talent and listen while others are being discovered. 
Our sound and quality are constantly being improved. We target the Golden eras of the 50’s, 
and 60’s. Nostalgia never goes out of style. Plan to join us; you’ll be hooked! 
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TROPICS LADIES CLUB 

Invites Tropics Residents to our . . . . 
 

“ICE CREAM SOCIAL AND 
BINGO PARTY” 

 
THURSDAY, MAY 14 

@ 1:00 P.M. 
 

Tropics Mobile Home Park 
  Clubhouse 

      $$                

 . . . . . PRIZES    . . . . . REFRESHMENTS 
 

COST:   $3.00 
Pays for first (2) bingo cards plus dessert. 

Each additional card is 50 cents. 
(Pay at the door when you arrive.) 

 
Information available from any Ladies Club Member, or contact 

Irene Wolfe @ 489-7529 or Carol Orwig @ 471-8744 
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Subj: Aphorisms  
 

 An APHORISM is a short, pointed sentence expressing a wise or  
clever observation or a general truth.  
 

Here are some 'gems'...  
 

9.     Scratch a cat and you will have a permanent job.  
 

10.    No one has more driving ambition than the boy who wants to  buy a car.  
 

11.    There are no new sins; the old ones just get more publicity.  
 

12.    There are worse things than getting a call for a wrong  
         number at 4 a.m. It could be a right number.  
 

13.    No one ever says 'It's only a game' when their team is winning.  
 

14.    I've reached the age where Happy Hour is a nap.  
 

15.    Be careful reading the fine print. There's no way you're  going to like it.  
 

16.   The trouble with bucket seats is that not everybody has the  same size bucket.  
 

17.    Do you realize that in about 40 years, we'll have thousands of  old ladies  
         running around with tattoos? (And rap music will be the  Golden Oldies!)  
 

18.   Money can't buy happiness -- but somehow it's more  comfortable to cry  
        in a Corvette than in a Yugo.  
 

19.    After 70, if you don't wake up aching in every joint, you are  probably dead!  
 

20.   Always be yourself because the people that matter don't mind,  and the ones  
        who mind, don't matter. 

FROM YOUR DISASTER COMMITTEE 
 

    If there are any of you who are wondering why the Disaster Committee works 
hard to prepare us as best as we can, it is BECAUSE when the BIG 
QUAKE comes we will be without police/fire/ambulance help for at least 
THREE DAYS, if not longer.  We will also be without water for much 
longer and most likely gas and electricity and sewer.  Freeways will not 
be available and there will be not where to go –  including for groceries 
    For those who survive without major injuries water will be the next 
most critical issue.   
    The checklist inserted in your Breeze will help you in an emergency.  
If you put it on your refrigerator it will also serve as a reminder to make 
sure you have enough WATER, FOOD, FLASHLITE & FIRST AID KIT. 
 
Upcoming articles:  Water, Sanitation, First Aid 
Carol Lowe (324-1985) 
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                “A Gathering of the Goddesses” 

 
Our April meeting was consumed with discussing the passing of one of our long time 

members and past presidents, Fran Cooke.  The Ladies Club was asked to oversee a memorial 
service for Fran and her family.  The service was held on Saturday, April 11 with all of her 
family and many, many friends in attendance.  I’m sure Fran was looking down and smiling to 
see how much she was loved and appreciated. 

 

At the meeting we did sing “Happy Birthday” to Lorene Kilgore, and greeted Bea 
Bartz’s sister Denelda who was here for a visit.  Our thanks to Carol Orwig and Bev Amsden 
for providing deli refreshments.  This month, refreshments will be provided by Bea Bartz and 
Lorene Kilgore.   

 

Last month we were supposed to visit the Hayward Senior Center to enjoy their live mu-
sic/dancing and have a nice lunch, along with a walk through the Japanese Gardens, but the 
center is still under reconstruction and, with the memorial to plan, we decided to skip having 
another event. 

 

This month we will have our annual Ice Cream Social and Bingo Party opened to all 
residents in the park.  No tickets are necessary, just pay your $3.00 at the door when you ar-
rive.  See the flyer in this issue of the Breeze for details.  Next month, on Wednesday, June 10, 
we will have our Luncheon for the Blind (visitors from Oakland blind center) and play “blind 
bingo”.  To be discussed at next meeting. 

 

Note:  A special thanks to Marlene Jacobs who continues to crochet lovely lap robes for 
the needy and to Linda Faris who has been donating beautiful crocheted shawls that she has 
made.  The Tropics Ladies Club extends their warmest thanks. 

 

Remember:  The Tropics Ladies Club is open to ALL  ladies living in the park.  Our 
meetings are the first Wednesday of each month, at 1:00 p.m. in the clubhouse.  For more in-
formation, contact any of our officers: 

 
 Carol Orwig, President    471-8744  Louise Grohnke, Vice Pres.   441-0801 
 Irene Wolfe, Treasurer    489-7529  Jeanne Larson, Secretary       396-6018 
 

�� Carol Orwig, President����������������
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London Times Obituary of the late Mr. Common Sense  

'Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense, who has been with us for 
many years. No one knows for sure how old he was, since his birth records were long ago lost in bureaucratic 
red tape. He will be remembered as having cultivated such valuable lessons as: 
 

Knowing when to come in out of the rain; why the early bird gets the worm; Life isn't always fair; and maybe 
it was my fault. 
 

Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don't spend more than you can earn) and reliable 
strategies (adults, not children, are in charge). 
 

His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well-intentioned but overbearing regulations were set in place. 
Reports of a 6-year-old boy charged with sexual harass-
ment for kissing a classmate; teens suspended from 
school for using mouthwash after lunch; and a teacher 
fired for reprimanding an unruly student, only worsened 
his condition. 
 

Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked 
teachers for doing the job that they themselves had 
failed to do in disciplining their unruly children. 
 

It declined even further when schools were required to 
get parental consent to administer sun lotion or an Aspi-
rin to a student; but could not inform parents when a 

student became pregnant and wanted to have an abortion. 
 

Common Sense lost the will to live as the churches became businesses; and criminals received better treat-
ment than their victims. 

 

Common Sense took a beating when you couldn't defend 
yourself from a burglar in your own home and the burglar 
could sue you for assault. 
 

Common Sense finally gave up the will to live, after a 
woman failed to realize that a steaming cup of coffee was 
hot. She spilled a little in her lap, and was promptly 
awarded a huge settlement. 
 

Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents, 
Truth and Trust; his wife, Discretion; his daughter, Re-
sponsibility; and his son, Reason. He is survived by his 4 
stepbrothers; I Know My Rights, I Want It Now, Someone 
Else Is To Blame, and I'm A Victim. 
 

Not many attended his funeral because so few realized he 
was gone. If you still remember him, pass this on. If not, join the majority and do nothing.  

��
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 TROPICS TRAVELERS ----TRIPS FOR 2009 
 CASINO TRIP RESERVATION FORM 

 
Name(s)________________________________  _______________________________ 
Address________________________________City/Zip__________________________ 
Phone(___)_______________ 
  
         Please indicate which trips you are reserving for by circling the name of the trip. 
 
 

Jackson Indian Casino         Tuesday  $31.00 per person 
Reservation deadline: May 9th May 19th 
 
Reno Overnight Trip         Thurs.& Fri.      $90.00  Double  

July 16th & 17th`    $112.00 Single 
Reservation Deadline:    June 30, 2009 
           
Black Oak Indian Casino          Thursday   $31.00 per person 
Reservation deadline: August 10 August 20th 

 
Jackson Indian Casino     Friday  $31.00 per person 
Reservation Deadline:  October 13th   October 23rd  
 

SEE INDIVIDUAL FLYERS FOR DETAILS OF EACH EVENT 
!!!NO REFUNDS ULESS REPLACEMENT IS FOUND!!!  

 
RELEASE OF LIABILITY:  
I/we the undersigned agree to take full responsibility and hold harmless Tropics Travelers or Bus Company from any loss or liability, 
which may result from my participation in this event.  I/we understand the activity descriptionand comprehend all risks involved by 
participating in this activity.  I/we hereby absolve the Tropics Travelers and the Bus Company from any and all liability. 
 
Signature(s):_________________________   _________________________   ______________________ 
Dated:___________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to Tropics Travelers   PLAYERS CARD NUMBER  
 
Send completed and signed form and payment to:  
Naomi Aylesworth, Group Coordinator   _______________________________ 
325 Waikiki Circle 
Union City, CA 94587     _______________________________ 
Phone(324-2500)       
 OR      _______________________________ 
      
PLACE IN RESIDENTS’ MAIL BOX 
IN THE LOBBY 
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