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TROPICS RESIDENTS CLUB, INC. 
2008—2010  COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND COORDINATORS  

PRESIDENT Dave Hughes 825-9612 Dave.hughes@sbcglobal.net 

VICE PRESIDENT Joyce Giovannoni 487-0542   

SECRETARY Carol O’Quin 415-200-8752 csoquin@hotmail.com 

TREASURER Naomi Aylesworth 324-2500 N_Aylesworth@comcast.net 

Breakfast chair Donal Spicer 489-1939 

House Facilities Lorri Cameron 429-9155 

Potluck Irene Wolfe 489-7529 

Sunshine Helen Cummins 324-2500 

Library Bea Bartz 489-6388 

Community Betterment Coordinator Carol Lowe 324-1985 

Neighborhood Watch Coordinator Peter Lowe 324-1985 

Disaster Teams Coordinator John Vincak 475-5670 

Welcoming Committee Doris Matteson 675-9785 

Publicity Chair Daniel Camargo 475-8149 

Bingo Chair Elizabeth Meyer 487-0235 

Senior Citizens—City Hall  Naomi Aylesworth 324-2500 

Entertainment Carol O’Quin 415-200-8752 

Residents Activities & Entertainment Board of Directors  
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 GREETINGS TO ALL  
 FROM PRESIDENT DAVE’S HOUSE TO YOUR HOUSE     

��

Western Night on August 15th had a good turn out with approximately 130 people eating and line dancing.  
Everyone had fun!!! 
 

On August 21st the Tropics Travelers went to Black Oak Casino and all 40 persons had a great time.  Let’s all 

go to Red Hawk Casino on October 23rd��������
��

We had a great turnout for our September 12th Breakfast with 85+ persons attending.  We hope to see you at 
the October 10th Breakfast, and don’t forget the Halloween Party on October 31st.  Tickets are only $3.00 and 
we expect to have lots of fun! 
 

At our August 13th General Meeting City Councilman Richard Valle gave a talk on the value of recycling and 
showed various ways to help our community go “green”.   
 

Mr. Valle also brought representatives from the Union City Police Department with him and they spoke on the 
importance of setting up neighborhood watches within our community.  They also advised us that we now 
have patrols in our community, but that we all need to be responsible and report any suspicion activity.  They 
stated that they had to cut two traffic officers, but that they now have received a Government Stimulus Pack-
age with will pay for 5 new motorcycle officers.  The officers and Mr. Valle encouraged us to work with the 
Union City Police Department on how to set up and effective neighborhood watch. 
 

We have also received reimbursement from the Millennium for the Tables and Chairs and the BBQs the Resi-
dent’s Club had purchased.   
 

The walking program has been in full swing on Tuesday mornings and everyone seems to enjoy it.  Our Line 
Dancing on Monday nights is also still very popular. 
 

Don’t forget the Flea Market on Saturday, November 7th.  The Tables are selling out fast, so get yours today! 
 

Until next month, have a great time enjoying all the activities. 
 

Dave 

An APHORISM is a short, pointed sentence expressing a wise or  
clever observation or a general truth.  

 
Here are some 'gems'...  

 
Be careful reading the fine print. There's no way you're  going to like it.  

 
The trouble with bucket seats is that not everybody has the  same size bucket.  

 
Do you realize that in about 40 years, we'll have thousands of  old ladies  
running around with tattoos? (And rap music will be the  Golden Oldies!)  

 
Money can't buy happiness -- but somehow it's more  comfortable to cry  

in a Corvette than in a Yugo.  
 

After 70, if you don't wake up aching in every joint, you are  probably dead!  
 

Always be yourself because the people that matter don't mind,  and the ones  
who mind, don't matter. 



 

3 

 MILLENNIUM MEMO 
�

���������	�
������
����������������
���������������	��	������
� �������������
���
��	�������
����������	������������	��	����������	����
��������	���
�������� ��
���������������������������
��
����������
�����
���
�	��������
����������	������	�����	�������� �������� �
�

!��������"����	��������#	��#�������������������������������
�������� ���������
���	���������$��������
�����������������	�	��
����������������
����	�����
��������������� �� 
�
���
�
�������������	��������
���%��������������������	������ ��&���$���	���
�����
' �
�

(����������)*�	��������
����#	��#���������������(�����)�(������+)��,--. ��!� ������	��������������
/������	����������	��	������������
�0)12�--- ����������������	��������������� �������������	��
��	���)3�	����4�03-�---4�0*-�---4�0)--�---4�&��	��4�
�

(����������	��������������������	����)3�	��������'�����������'0,+�,3*5������ ���	�������������
�
����0)-�---�������� �#	������$��6������
����������	��������������	���
���	 ����7���$����
���������������
���������	����������������������
����
�������������������	���� ���
�

�����������
��	������������������������������	�������� �
�

��������	�
�����
��	����� �
�

����	��������������
��	��������	���
�	������������
��	���������� �����6����"�
�

· (���������������
���������������������������
������	��������
��� �����	������	���� �#	��������
���	�����������	��
������
���
�����	��
������
����%���������	�� �	������	����
���������
����5�

· 8����	��
��������%�����������������	������	���� �
· ����������������������%�����	������	���
�����#	��#������'��
 ����������������������������

�����
�
�������������	������	���
� �
· ������������	������9��	����� �

�

!:���	���������������$������	��	����������������	�
�������
��� �
�

#	����������������������$������������;����
7��<����������	������ �����	������	��������$�����6�������
(������������	�/������������(�������� ��&���������������������%������ ������������������
������	��
��
�����
������	�������������6����������������� �9��	����������%����	� �����	��������	���������������	�
������ �
�

���������������������	 �
�


����������������
����������������	$��8�����
������
���������
������	 ���=��%������������/�����������
����
��������������	���������������������
���>����	������������	��	 ��������%�����������!�������)3�?�
))�(8 ���
�

(��
�������	���@������� �1A����
��$��%��������	��������������������>�� ���������������������$�������
����
�����������
�������������%�����������������6����	������������ ������	��������B��
C��������������
%����������
��	���B��
�����C�����%�����+2�---�����������	����� ���
�


$��������������	����������������
���������������������������	����+ 2�---�������������
����������
�	������������
�����	���	����� �#	��$�������%�
���������������������5�
�

D���������	��5� � � � � � � � ��������� ����������	 ������ ��



 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

   
 
 

 
 
 

- 4 - 

WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS  

�����������	
��
����������	����
�	�������������	
��
����������	����
�	�������������	
��
����������	����
�	�������������	
��
����������	����
�	��  

IN SYMPATHY 
For the loss of residents or loved ones  
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WE ARE LOOKING FOR NICE FOLKS LIKE YOU TO VOLUNTEER 
SOME TIME AND TALENTTO HELP MAKE OUR EVENTS MORE 

FUN AND SUCCESSFUL! 

NOTE: SOME EVENTS WILL INCLUDE 50-50 DRAWING & DOOR  
PRIZE. TICKETS, 2/$1.00.  

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE TROPICS 
������ ��	
� 
�
�	�

October 
2009 

Saturday, 10 
Friday, 23 
Saturday, 31 

Breakfast 
Red Hawk Casino—Tropics Travelers 
Halloween Party 

November 
2009 

Saturday, 7 
Saturday, 14 
Saturday, 21 

Flea market 
Breakfast 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

December 
2009 

Saturday, 12 
Saturday, 19 
Thursday, 31 

Breakfast 
Christmas Dinner 
New Year’s Eve Party 

January 
2010 

Thursday, 21 Black Oak Casino—Tropics Travelers 

March 
2010 

Tuesday, 16 Thunder Valley Casino—Tropics Travelers 

May 
2010 

Tuesday, 18 Red Hawk Casino—Tropics Travelers 

July 
2010 

Monday/ Tuesday, 12/13 Reno Overnighter—Tropics Travelers 

August 
2010 

Thursday, 19 Black Oak Casino—Tropics Travelers 

October 
2010 

Thursday, 21 Red Hawk casino—Tropics Travelers 

Long ago when men cursed and beat the ground with sticks, it was called witchcraft. Today, it's 
called golf. 
 
One of the many things no one tells you about aging is that it is such a nice change from being 
young. 
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                “A Gathering of the Goddesses” 

 
The Ladies Club is gearing up for their big event in November.  We will again have a 

Bingo Fundraiser with proceeds going to the Sunshine Village shelter to provide Christmas 
gifts for the kids.  Tickets are available from any Ladies Club member.  See the flyer in this is-
sue for more details.  

 
At our September meeting we wished “Happy Birthday” to Joyce York and ex-member 

Carrie Bellomo.  Jeanne Larson’s birthday is October 4, but she will not be able to attend the 
meeting to celebrate.  Edna Hickman provided refreshments; this month it will be Louise 
Grohnke and Peggy Pollock’s turn.  In October we will have our Halloween potluck and dress 
for the occasion.  This is always a lot of fun. 

 
Remember:  The Tropics Ladies Club is open to ALL  ladies living in the park.  Our 

meetings are the first Wednesday of each month, at 1:00 p.m. in the clubhouse.  For more in-
formation, contact any of our officers: 
 Carol Orwig, President    471-8744  Louise Grohnke, Vice Pres.   441-0801 
 Irene Wolfe, Treasurer    489-7529  Jeanne Larson, Secretary       396-6018  

  
  *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *   *    *    *    *    *    *    *                         

A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO MARLENE JACOBS 
 

For two decades Marlene has been crocheting and donating nearly 500 afghan-style blankets 
(or lap-robes) to the disabled, seniors in nursing homes or assisted care, veterans hospitals, and 
sick friends throughout the Bay Area.  She is now involved with Project Linus, crocheting 
smaller blankets for sick children. 
 
On August 24, the Argus printed an article about her in their Hometown Heros section, which 
brought many phone calls of “thanks for what you’re doing”, people wanting to donate yarn to 
support her project, and even a call from the Bay Area Red Cross.  In October, Marlene will be 
attending a special breakfast, with six other honorees, to receive a “Heros” award from the Red 
Cross for the work she does for the senior community.  The Tropics Ladies Club, of which she 
is a member, would like to thank her for all she has done and will continue to do as long as she 
is able.  If anyone is interested in joining her in crocheting these lap-robes, contact any Ladies 
Club member. 
 
       -  Carol Orwig, President 
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CERAMIC CLUB NEWS 
  

 
Our next regular club meeting will be, October 6, 2009 at 3:00pm in the Ceramic Room. This will be our sec-
ond regular club meeting of the fall.  Do notice the change in meeting time.  After polling the membership, we 
find the earlier time for our club meetings is much better for the majority of the club members.   
 
We will be making final plans for the Ceramic Club Bingo during this meeting.  We will need your input to 
make sure everything is covered. 
 

Ceramic Club Bingo will be held from 12:30pm-3:00pm on Saturday, October 
17, 2009 

At the Tropics Club House Main Room 
Buy a ticket from a member, or buy at the door.   

Your $3.00 ticket gives you: 
2 Bus Bingo Cards and 

1 coupon for door prizes. 
4 more Bingo cards can be purchased for $.50 each 

 
Members should hold 10:00am to 4:00pm available for set up, cover the event, and clean up.  Please plan your 
day to include the Ceramic Club Bingo.  Tickets are available in the Ceramic Room.  If no tickets are avail-
able, see Irene and she will make them and put them in the Ceramic Room for you to pick up. NOTE:  Tickets 
can be bought at the door. 
 
Don’t forget, current members, you will need to be finishing up your projects for the Ceramic Club Bingo be-
cause we only have two weeks left to complete them.   
 
You will notice one of the top shelves by the front windows has been reserved for your completed projects.  
Just place them there and Judy will pick them up and store them in her big black boxes. 
 
You can learn the skill of ceramics.  Please call the folks below or come with over with a member.  We will be 
glad to open up and give you a tour.  If you are interested joining, times are available as you and your trainer 
set up. After training, you will receive your own key so you can work on your schedule. 
 
Feel free to call Lorri Cameron at 429-9155, Joyce Giovannoni at 487-0542, or Melody Peterson at 487-
7578.  We will come greet you or ask another training member to help you.   
 
September Birthdays:  Margaret Cameron  
 
October Birthdays: Kay Hall Judy Hendricks 
 
Submitted by Lorri Cameron   
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Let's Get Connected! 
Security Topics 
 On follow up of our “Night Out Against Crime”, it was recommended that we establish 
Home Alert units for each street/circle. Interest was most active on Oahu Circle, so Byron 
Corley and Fran Eikeberg will be contacting neighbors to kick it off. 
Anyone else wishing to form a unit for their street/circle, contact me for assistance in setting it 
up. We need to connect and look out for each other.       
 Lt. Kelly also committed to have a patrol car circle the park 2 to 4 times a day. I have 
seen patrol cars with flashing yellow lights on Palm Dr. in the evening. We can thank John 
O'Donnell's perseverance on this issue. 
Recycling and Green Topics 
 Fruits & Veggies:  We have been able to harvest much oranges this year from generous 
residents and lately pears . These  have been distributed to residents and to Food Banks in the 
area. If you have an overabundance of fruits or veggies, give us a call and we will help you 
pick them.  
Breakfast at the Tropics 
 If you are new to the Tropics or haven't gotten  around to meet new people in the park . 
Come join us for Breakfast on the 2nd Sat of each month. 
 If you are old to the Tropics, invite your neighbor to join you and Let's Get Connected. 
      If you have an idea that you think will draw people together, communicate it to me via E-mail or phone . 
We expect to utilize e-mail as an additional means to have residents communicate with each other and to disseminate 
information in a timely manner.If you would like to “Get Connected”, e-mail your name and address to  
 Pete @ 510.324.1985 or  tropics.breeze@yahoo.comt 

 

I would like to thank all those who came to my assistance on July 12 when I tripped 
and fell in Lucky's Union Landing parking lot.  My thanks also to friends, neighbors 
and others who have helped me in so many ways since then.  My gratitude, however 
belated, is none-the-less sincere. 
  

Mary Munt,  
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TROPICS LADIES CLUB 
   Presents their annual fundraiser . . . . 

 

“BINGO PARTY”  
 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2009 
@ 12:30 P.M. 

Tropics Mobile Home Park 
  Clubhouse 

                 
 . . . . . PRIZES    . . . . . REFRESHMENTS 

 
DONATION $3.00 

Pays for first (2) bingo cards plus dessert. 
 

Proceeds used to buy Christmas Presents for the 
children at SUNRISE VILLAGE shelter. 

 
Tickets available from any Ladies Club Member, or contact 

Carol Orwig @ 471-8744 or Marlene Jacobs @ 475-7801 
Note:  Can’t attend?  Donations will still be welcome! 
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IF DISASTER STRIKES (EARTHQUAKE ) 
 
 

· Remain calm and patient. 

· Check for injuries; give first aid and get help for the seriously injured. 

· Listen to your battery powered radio for news and instructions. 

· Evacuate if advised to do so.  Wear appropriate clothing and sturdy shoes. 

· Check for fires. Fire hazards and other household hazards. 

· Check for damage to your home – use a flashlight only.  Do not light matches or turn on elec-
trical switches, if you suspect damage. 

 
· If you are remaining in your home, sniff for gas leaks, starting at the hot water heater.  If you 

smell gas or suspect a leak, turn off the main gas valve, open windows and get everyone outside 
quickly. 

 
· Shut off any other damaged utilities. 

 
· Clean up spilled medicines, bleaches, gasoline and any other flammable liquids immediately. 

 
 

REMEMBER TO: 
 
 

· Confine or secure your pets. 
 
· Call your family contact – do not use the telephone again unless it is a life-threatening emer-

gency. 
 

· Check with your area coordinators and help check on your neighbors if you are okay. 
 

· Make sure you have a adequate water supply in case service is shut off. 
 

Submitted by:  John Vincak (Disaster Chairman)       
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Join us for our Annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

 
Saturday, November 21 

Doors open @ 5:30 P.M.  
Buffet starts @ 6:00 P.M. 

 

 
 

Dinner Menu 
 

Hand Carved Turkey Breast 
Stuffing 

Mashed Potatoes and Gravy 
Vegetables 

Cranberry Sauce 
Roll & Butter 

Pumpkin & Apple Pie 
Coffee and Punch 

 
 

This event is “FREE”  to all Tropic Residents 
(a “Resident” ticket is required) 

Guest tickets are $5.00 per person 
Tickets will be available from any board member starting 

Saturday, October 17th and 
 Ticket deadline is Saturday, November 14th   

(no exceptions) 
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Letter to the Editor: 
Tropics Resident Almost Loses Home 

 On April 23, 2009 the sole resident of a mobile home here at the Tropics was taken to 
Kaiser Hospital.  This resident had no one to look after his affairs or his home in his ab-
sence.  During the months of May, June, and and most of July he was under medical 
care and went from Kaiser to a Board and Care facility here in Union City. 
The Tropics Management knew of his situation and whereabouts and sent all notices of 
delinquency to pay rent and Notice of Lien Sale to his home address. 
In July he had recovered well enough to return home.  His doctors and social workers 
agreed . 
On July 30th he returned home with a locksmith since his keys were still in his house.  
Upon arriving home he found legal notices posted at both his doors 
stating his home was going to be auctioned off on August 27th.   He found numerous no-
tices in his mail explaining the need to pay his rent or he would be guilty of abandoning 
his home.    The resident took a check for the full amount he owed to the Tropics office 
on July 31st.   They accepted the check but did not cash it in the succeeding weeks.  
Upon reading that there was going to be an auction of his home, he contacted his social 
worker who repeatedly requested Tropics Management to postpone the auction in the 
hope things could be worked out.   
Two weeks prior to the auction date an Attorney for the County was in touch with the 
Attorney from The Park in hopes of stopping the proceedings. On the morning of August 
27th the resident expected his home to be auctioned off.   However, at 10:30am (the time 
of the auction) the Manager of the Park informed the resident that the auction had been 
postponed.  
On August 31st the social worker contacted the resident and told him things had been 
worked out by the attorney for the County and the Office would accept his check from 
July and his September rent. 
 As of now this resident is back in good standing.   
Submitted by Carol Lowe 
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THE AMAZING COMPUTER 
By Ben Salsedo 

 
The Bee Bug has been the originator and supporter of the beautiful Show-
case in the Clubhouse. The Showcase is to provide information and events of 
the park. Bringing forth an atmosphere of good feelings for the park is our 
goal. Many of you have expressed your appreciation for the loyal efforts of 
our talented staff. Each month the contributors work on new themes and 
ideas together. These usually are expressed in designs, photographs and 
computer generated art. This is the result of many hours of research informa-

tion and some selective contributions from our residents.  We want to thank you for your gener-
ous suggestions which maybe incorporated in our monthly Display Case.  

You may also design illustrations using your own PC. However, the Bee Bug has special 
programs in which your thoughts can be expanded and realized. There are many useful tools 
for creating projects that you may have. This includes an endless variety of colors as well. Our 
friendly helpful staff at the Bee Hive would be pleased to show you how to use them. As time 
goes by we all have the opportunity to travel, see new things and experience events. These are 
sometimes once in a lifetime events that can be captured on camera and enjoyed forever. In ad-
dition, they can be shared with family and friends. A new activity that is becoming very popu-
lar is scrap booking. It is where you creatively design personal photo pages. Here at the Bee 
Bug we have the programs already installed in the computer to experiment with in making your 
photo album. Your talent will be complimented by the extra assistance provided in the pro-
grams. You become the originator and can take this to endless levels; the only limitation is your 
imagination.  

I recently had the privilege to meet a young lady who is visually challenged. In the past I 
have avoided talking to them because I didn’t know how to engage in a conversation with 
them. However, we were seated next to each other and everyone around us was avoiding her as 
well. She looked alert and interesting. I began discussing my favorite activity, the internet. To 
my amazement her face lit up and she said it was her favorite activity as well. I asked her how 
did she know what was being sent to her because she was not able to see the monitor screen. I 
thought that perhaps there was a new printer that printed in Braille. She smiled and said no it is 
really easy I have an audible reader attached to my computer and it talks to me while receiving 
an email. I was surprised to hear how versatile the computer is. We both laughed when I told 
her that she must be so fast and proficient that the keyboard smokes. She also shared with me, 
that she downloads music from the internet and has produced two CDs while singing her favor-
ite songs. We laughed again, when she said so far her only audience has been two dogs and a 
shower.  

Stop in to your friendly Bee Hive and experience the endless world of computers. We are 
open Monday through Friday from 11am till 12 noon. Our dedicated friendly staff is always 
available to help with your computer needs.  


