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TROPICS RESIDENTS CLUB, INC. 
2008—2010  COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND COORDINATORS  

PRESIDENT Dave Hughes 825-9612 Dave.hughes@sbcglobal.net 

VICE PRESIDENT Joyce Giovannoni 487-0542   

SECRETARY Carol O’Quin 415-200-8752 csoquin@hotmail.com 

TREASURER Naomi Aylesworth 324-2500 N_Aylesworth@comcast.net 

Breakfast chair Donal Spicer 489-1939 

House Facilities Lorri Cameron 429-9155 

Potluck Irene Wolfe 489-7529 

Sunshine Helen Cummins 324-2500 

Library Bea Bartz 489-6388 

Community Betterment Coordinator Carol Lowe 324-1985 

Neighborhood Watch Coordinator Peter Lowe 324-1985 

Disaster Teams Coordinator John Vincak 475-5670 

Welcoming Committee Doris Matteson 675-9785 

Publicity Chair Daniel Camargo 475-8149 

Bingo Chair Elizabeth Meyer 487-0235 

Senior Citizens—City Hall  Naomi Aylesworth 324-2500 

Entertainment Carol O’Quin 415-200-8752 

Residents Activities & Entertainment Board of Directors  
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GREETINGS TO ALL  
FROM PRESIDENT DAVE'S HOUSE TO YOUR HOUSE 

 

Again, we had a great turnout for our October 10th breakfast!  There were 70+ persons enjoy-
ing the food!  If you are not attending these monthly breakfasts, you really do not know what 
you are missing. 
Be sure and join us on November 14th.  Remember it is only $3.00 for all that food! 
 

Casino night was a great hit again!  There were enough prizes for everyone who played.  The 
food was great and the Union City Fire Department representatives really pitched in and 
helped.  We look forward to doing Casino night again on April 17th, 2010.  We need volunteers 
to help!!!! 
 

The Snack Bar and Bingo will be closed on November 25th for Thanksgiving week. 
 

The Flea Market  on November 7th has sold out of tables.  Come buy, sell and see all of the 
items for Christmas and Gifts! 
 

The Board would like to announce the appointment of John  Vincak to the seat vacated by Fran 
Eikeberg.  We would also like to voice our appreciation to Fran for all her hard work and dedi-
cation. 
 

Carol Lowe's letter to the editor published in the October Breeze caused quite a stir among the 
residents. 
 

As this did take place, we can all protect ourselves and our loved ones by establishing a Trust 
or a  Conservator with guidelines in the event of our illness.   We will be having a “Senior As-
sistance Fair”  
soon and we will have representatives from various Senior organizations to help you organize 
your affairs. 
 

Mr. George Turk will be attending our November 12th General Meeting.  We will also have a 
presentation by the Masonic Homes of California regarding the development of their Union 
City homes  
with a slide show and questions and answers. 
 

Please plan to attend this meeting. 
 

In closing I would like to remind all of you what our Sunshine Club is all about,   If you know 
of anyone who is ill or has passed away or had a close relative pass away, please contact the 
Sunshine Chairperson, Helen Cummins at 324-2500 so that she may send a timely get well 
card or a sympathy card from the Resident's Club. 
 

I am hoping to see all of you soon! 
 
Dave     
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WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS  
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               SUMMARY OF GENERAL MEETING  - OCTOBER 8, 2009         
                                          TROPICS RESIDENTS CLUB      
 
Meeting called to order at 7:04 p.m.  33 residents were present.  All Board members 
were present except Fran Eikeberg who resigned and Byron Corley.  Minutes were read and 
the Treasurer’s report given.  Park Manager Dee Calvillo reported that most of the projects 
budgeted for this year have been completed such as the automatic door, the handicapped ramp, 
new stove, new furniture, PG&E meters. Still in the works are the skylight and clubhouse rest-
rooms. 
 
Upcoming events are: Halloween party, October 31st and the Flea Market, November 7th. 
Nominations for the Board vacancy were taken. They were Rick Henry and John Vincak. 
Club reports were given from Breakfast Club, B-Bug Club, Ceramics Club, Welcoming Com-
mittee, Betterment Committee, Disaster Committee, Entertainment Committee, Wednesday 
Bingo, Tropics Travelers and Neighborhood Watch.   
 
Naomi Aylesworth announced the following:  Train of Lights outing is $45; hula classes begin 
in November, Thursdays 3-4, donation $3; Senior Coalition transit class in November.   The 
Secretary read a letter from Larry Cornell to the Board praising all the volunteers and commit-
tee chairs for their good work.   There was a discussion on the floor regarding the Club by-
laws.  It was agreed to send a letter of gratitude to former Board member Fran Eikeberg.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. at which time  
The Board members present met and voted on the new Board member.  John Vincak was voted 
the new Board member by a hand vote of 4 to 2.  

 Respectfully Submitted, Carol O’Quin, Secretary 

The Year is 1904 
 

Maybe this will boggle your mind, I know it did mine! The year is 1904 .one hundred years ago 
What a difference a century makes! Here are some of the US statistics for 1904: 

1. The average life expectancy in the US was 47 years. 
2. Only 14% of the homes in the US had a bathtub. 
3. Only 8% of the homes had a telephone. 
4. A three-minute call from Denver to New York City cost $11.00 
5. There were only 8,000 cars in the US, and only 144 miles of paved roads. 
6. The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 mph. 
7. Alabama, Mississippi, Iowa, and Tennessee were each more heavily populated than           
California. With a mere 1.4 million residents, California was only the 21st most populous 
state in the Union. 
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WE ARE LOOKING FOR NICE FOLKS LIKE YOU TO VOLUNTEER 
SOME TIME AND TALENTTO HELP MAKE OUR EVENTS MORE 

FUN AND SUCCESSFUL! 

NOTE: SOME EVENTS WILL INCLUDE 50-50 DRAWING & DOOR  
PRIZE. TICKETS, 2/$1.00.  

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE TROPICS 
������ ��	
� 
�
�	�

November 
2009 

Saturday, 7 
Saturday, 14 
Saturday, 21 

Flea market 
Breakfast 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

December 
2009 

Saturday, 12 
Saturday, 19 
Thursday, 31 

Breakfast 
Christmas Dinner 
New Year’s Eve Party 

January 
2010 

Thursday, 21 Black Oak Casino—Tropics Travelers 

March 
2010 

Tuesday, 16 Thunder Valley Casino—Tropics Travelers 

May 
2010 

Tuesday, 18 Red Hawk Casino—Tropics Travelers 

July 
2010 

Monday/ Tuesday, 12/13 Reno Overnighter—Tropics Travelers 

August 
2010 

Thursday, 19 Black Oak Casino—Tropics Travelers 

October 
2010 

Thursday, 21 Red Hawk casino—Tropics Travelers 
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NO 
BINGO 
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                “A Gathering of the Goddesses” 

 
Louise Grohnke and Peggy Pollock provided an array of delicious refreshments for our 

October meeting, now being held in the small (coffee) conference room.  We completed plans 
for our Halloween potluck, and discussed menu choices for our Christmas luncheon at the 
Hayward Ranch in December.  Tickets are still available for our Bingo Fundraiser on Novem-
ber 12 (see flyer in this issue for details). 

 
Nominations for new officers is in process and next year we will be changing our activi-

ties somewhat to provide more events in-house that will be open to Tropics residents.  Stay 
tuned for more details. 

 
Remember:  The Tropics Ladies Club is open to all ladies living in the park.  Our meet-

ings are the first Wednesday of each month, at 1:00 p.m. in the clubhouse.  For more informa-
tion, contact any of our officers: 
 Carol Orwig, President    471-8744  Louise Grohnke, Vice Pres.   441-0801 
 Irene Wolfe, Treasurer    489-7529  Jeanne Larson, Secretary       396-6018  
 

                     ������������������	��
��
���

���   

 
Did you know that Colgate toothpaste makes an excel lent salv e for 
burns. �
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Join us for our Annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

 
Saturday, November 21 

Doors open @ 5:30 P.M.  
Buffet starts @ 6:00 P.M. 

 

 
 

Dinner Menu 
 

Hand Carved Turkey Breast 
Stuffing 

Mashed Potatoes and Gravy 
Vegetables 

Cranberry Sauce 
Roll & Butter 

Pumpkin & Apple Pie 
Coffee and Punch 

 
 

This event is “FREE”  to all Tropic Residents 
(a “Resident” ticket is required) 

Guest tickets are $5.00 per person 
Tickets will be available from any board member starting 

Saturday, October 17th and 
 Ticket deadline is Saturday, November 14th   

(no exceptions) 
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Budgeting with EXCEL 
By Ben Salsedo 

 

All of us are striving to maintain good credit. This requires us to be timely 
with all of our monthly obligations. In the past there have been occasions 
when receiving a statement only to find out that I had missed the previous 
month’s payment. As you know omitting a payment for what ever reason 
results in a late charge penalty. However, the most severe consequence is the 
long term damage to your credit rating. This takes many months to clear 
from your record. It also has a major impact upon interest rates which are 
usually automatically raised in addition most other creditors will usually 

raise their rates as well. When applying for a loan on a major purchase, such as a home or 
automobile the higher interest rating can either prevent your loan approval or result in higher 
monthly payments. I used to depend on each monthly statement to pay my bills. However, 
statements can be lost in the mail or mixed with junk mail, never to be seen again. Creditors 
are unsympathetic and do not recognize these explanations.  I have found a useful tool called 
Microsoft Excel which is very helpful and keeps my finances organized.    

There are so many things that you can do with EXCEL to make life a little easier. When 
opening the EXCEL program, you are opening what they call a book. In each book you can 
add more worksheets. Then all subjects (such as rent, car insurance, utilities, etc) will have its 
own worksheet. The worksheet can be set up so you can easily type in the payment and the 
new total automatically goes up or down. This formula simultaneously calculates interest so 
you have an accurate amount of your balance, when interest is added to a bill.  
 I have found this to be a dependable way to maintain my finances in an organized 
method which I can rely on each month. While using EXCEL for budgeting I have current 
worksheets of my bills. The first worksheet is the main worksheet which has dates and 
amounts of what is due and when. Then on the same worksheet under my monthly direct de-
posit, I have the bills that are due with the dates and their amounts. My direct deposit displayed 
at the top, while I add in the payments from the different bills the total of what is left over goes 
down at the bottom. When finished I have a remainder for spending money. The other work-
sheets are to separate each bill individually with columns that have dates of when they were 
paid, check numbers (if used), confirmation numbers and amount paid. With the formulas set 
up to show how much is still owed and set up to show when it would be paid off.  
 Using this method of handling my bills it is a load off my mind. Once set up it is   fool 
proof, you can never be late or forget to pay a bill. All bills are right there in front of you and 
even their addresses of where to send them. The best part of using this system is having the 
confidence of knowing when the last payment is due. We at the Bee Bug are always happy to 
answer your questions and show you how EXCEL can help you organize your finances. The 
modern day computer can enhance your financial outlook and keep you one step ahead of the 
future.  
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From the Disaster Committee 
 
                           NO ONE PLANS TO FAIL, THEY JUST FAIL TO PLAN. 
 
It is very important to have a emergency kit in your home in case of a disaster.  The emergency 
kit is called a GO-KIT and this is a kit you pack in advance so that if an emergency strikes, you 
just pick up the kit and GO.  
 

Here are some items you will want in a GO- KIT…. 
· Water (keep several small packets rather than one large bottle) 
· Food (pick things you enjoy and items that don’t need to be cooked). 
· Small first-aid kits/essential medications/eyeglasses/hearing aids. 
· AM/FM radio (with extra batteries). 
· Flashlight (with extra batteries). 
· Light sticks. 
· Whistle (loud). 
· Comfortable/sturdy shoes. 
· Clothes (several light layers is better than heavy or bulky items) 
· Garbage bags /plastic bags. 
· Duct tape. 
· Tissues/toilet paper 
· Sealable sandwich-style bags. 
· Deck of cards, book or something to help pass time. 
· Face masks/dust mask/Bandana or cloth to cover your face. 
· Pocket knife /Swiss Army knife/scissors. 
· Copies of important papers (ID, credit cards, insurance policies, etc). 
· Cash or coins. 
· Pen and paper. 
· Extra glasses, medications, hearing aids, etc. 

 
REMINDER! 

 
Don’t forget to make “Go-Kits” and evacuation plans for your pets! 
And be sure to have mini Go-Kits in your car, purse or fanny packs. 

 
Submitted by John Vincak (Disaster Committee Chairman) 
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Let's Get Connected! 
Community Concerns 
 The importance of connecting with your neighbors in the Park is illustrated in an article in last month's Breeze, (Tropics 
Resident Almost Loses Home). Does your neighbor have a phone# to contact someone (ie relative) if something happened to you? 
Does that someone (i.e. relative) have your neighbor's phone# if they are concerned about reaching you?  This connection is very 
important in times of disaster. Remember, the Park management is not in a position to aid residents during time of crisis.      
  
Recycling and Green Topics-Food for Thought 
 We have all received a recent flyer from Tri-CED Community Recycling regarding recycling of food scraps. Though at the 
Tropics, we do not have individual green carts, we can still participate  in a community effort at monthly breakfast and dinners at the 
clubhouse. So for the November breakfast, we will attempt to separate paper products (plates/napkins) including food scraps which 
are compostable from  the rest of the trash,  
      If you have an idea that you think will draw people together, communicate it to me via E-mail or phone . 
We expect to utilize e-mail as an additional means to have residents communicate with each other and to disseminate infor-
mation in a timely manner. If you would like to “Get Connected”, e-mail your name and address to  
 Pete @ 510.324.1985 or  tropics.breeze@yahoo.comt 
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TROPICS LADIES CLUB  
   Presents their annual fundraiser . . . . 

 

“BINGO PARTY”  
 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2009 
@ 12:30 P.M. 

Tropics Mobile Home Park 
  Clubhouse 

                 
 . . . . . PRIZES    . . . . . REFRESHMENTS 

 
DONATION $3.00 

Pays for first (2) bingo cards plus dessert. 
 

Proceeds used to buy Christmas Presents for the 
children at SUNRISE VILLAGE shelter. 

 
Tickets available from any Ladies Club Member, or contact 

Carol Orwig @ 471-8744 or Marlene Jacobs @ 475-7801 
Note:  Can’t attend?  Donations will still be welcome! 
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